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Biography

1972 EEREFN
Born in Hyogo, Japan.

1995 RERFEBFBABOEFHIEE
Graduated from the Department Educational
Psychology (BA), Kyoto University.

2000 JNSTFRIAIWART—)LEEZE

Graduated from Kawashima Textile School.

2006 X{bFrEmEEZENMMERNRRETMEE LT
AFURICTTHHE
Fellowship of Japanese Government Program of
Overseas Study for Upcoming Artists in UK.

2007 R—SEAHREFEENMMERELTA FURITTHHE
Overseas Study by Pola Art Foundation in UK.
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Exhibition

Spotlight Artist Showcase Channel 14

Yoshimoto Naoko: Singing for Life -Clothes, Traces and
Player

October 28-November 26, 2023

Venue: Atelier1, Foyer on the 1st floor of Gallery Wing
Organaized by YUMEN Hiroko, Hyogo Prefectural Museum
of Art

With the sponsorship of Ito Cultural Foundation,

The membership association of HPMA

Supported by Tsutomu Nakauchi Foundation and Nomura
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With special cooperation from Co3 Contemporary Dance SPOTLIGHT

Australia ARTIST SHOWCASE- CHANNEL 14
NOMURA B+ E C053 YOSHIMOTO NAOKO:

CONTEMPORARY
DANGE AUSTRALIA

SINGING FOR LIFE~CLOTHES,
TRACES AND PRAYER

Brochure

Publication on the occasion of the exhibition
Texts by TOKISATO Jiro

Photo by NAKANO Haruo

Edited by YUMEN Hiroko

Designed by SHUTO Shigetoshi “Kazenomichi Amenonioi
Ishinotoki”

Printed by Least Work Ltd.

Published by the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art
Copyright©2023 by Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art
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CHANNEL

HPMA Spotlight Artist Showcase

SPOTLIGHT

ARTIST SHOWCASE-CHANNEL 14
YOSHIMOTO NAOKO:

SINGING FOR LIFE~CLOTHES,
TRACES AND PRAYER
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Since 2011, HPMA has been holding annual projects called “Channel” which introduce the works
of prominent artists. This year, the 14th “Channel” will showcase the works of Ms. Yoshimoto
Naoko (1972- ) who was born in Kasai-city Hyogo Prefecture and lives in Nishiwaki-city. Ms.
Yoshimoto is known for her three-dimensional works and installations composed of various used
white clothes. Her ephemeral and solemn pieces invoke the sense of life and death to the viewers.

In 2020, in the midst of COVID 19 pandemic when the sense of connections and human
relationships were weakened and each of us were forced to face the reality of life and death, Ms.
Yoshimoto launched “The Bird Makers Project” in collaboration with the dance company “Co3
Contemporary Dance Australia” based in Perth, Australia. In this project, participants from all
over the world contributed bird-shaped objects made by their own used clothes which were
arranged in the manner to convey the images of birds soaring into the sky. These “Birds” were
displayed on the stage during the Co3’s performance titled “Archives of Humanity” in the
following year at the Perth Festival.

Co3’s dance performance demonstrated an environment where many people were falling down in
despair. Yet, little by little they all came together and were able to rise up together in the end. Their
performance communicated the inner strength of a human being to keep going forward and the
strength of coming together in the backdrop of isolation and despair we collectively experienced
during the crisis of the pandemic.

We hope through this exhibition of “Birds” in which each bird represents unique lives and
memories of each person who contributed them, you will feel in your heart the “Light of Hope”
that can never be extinguished even in desperate situations.
In closing, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to everyone involved for their
cooperation and contributions in organizing this exhibition.
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5 Collaborative production between YOSHIMOTO Naoko, Collaborative production between YOSHIMOTO Naoko
Co3 Contemporary Dance Australia and The public and Co3 Contemporary Dance Australia

The Bird Makers Project 2019-2023 Archives of Humanity 2021
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List of Works

1 & 2005%

The Book 2005
2 DR 20124

Remains of the Land 2012
3 EDTERF 201245

Word of Silence 2012
4 HEIDE 20124

A Garden Echoing with Heartbeats 2012
5 HBHODiE 20214

White Coffin 2021
6 BODIE 20214

White Coffin 2021

Artist Statement

The title of the exhibition is “Songs of Life -
Clothes, Traces and Prayer”, Clothes record
the living time, memories and history of each
wearer as traces that are not obvious to the
eye. The three-dimensional works made from
these materials seem to emit unheard cries,
wishes and prayers. | would like to create a
space where individual prayers resonate as a
prayer of symbiosis, reflecting on the lives of
countless people living in the present.
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