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Abstracts

Wandering Through Yokoo Tadanori’s 100 Takes on Hanshan and
Shide Series

ONO Naoko

I am engaged in a comprehensive examination and analysis of Yokoo Tadanori’s 100
Takes on Hanshan and Shide, a series of 102 paintings that the artist began making
intermittently in 2021. My research considers various aspects of the works, including
motifs, color schemes, composition, and the artist’s circumstances and emotional state
at a given time.

In this series, the date on which Yokoo finished each work serves as its title. In part,
this is to ensure that the works are viewed in order (as per Yokoo's wishes), and to
enable viewers to follow the artist’s thought processes through his works. While
emulating the appearance of various duos in history, Hanshan and Shide constantly
express the concept of a “pair” by in some cases opposing each other, and in others
completely merging into one. This extends not only to the motifs, but also to the use
of red and blue as distinguishing colors. The way the two are depicted varies greatly.
While Yokoo might use his trademark method of repetition, in another he might
adopt an elaborate design recalling linked verses in a sequence of as many as 30 pieces
in which a red color field is transformed into a scarlet rug, a cape, and a flying carpet.

In viewing the series as a whole, we find that the early works quote from
Impressionism and Post-Impressionism, the middle period displays a Mondrian-
like style, and the later pieces suggest stylistic changes in modern Western painting,
including everything from seemingly direct references to Cézanne, through the use of
geometric figures, to Picasso. It is truly astounding how Yokoo wove together ideas of
such complexity into this group of works that was produced over such a short period
of time. Yet, the artist’s diaries, written daily during the production period, reveal his
worries and emotional struggles in a brutally honest manner.

Design Proposal for a “House of the Arts” Part 1: Plan for a New
Museum

NAKAYA Keisuke

The objective of this research, based on extant documents, was to reexamine the
process that began with the consideration and conception of a new museum in 1993,
led to a design competition called “Design Proposal for a Geijutsu no Yakata (House
of the Arts) (Tentative Name),” which culminated in the actual construction of the
Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art in 1997, and the decision to accept the draft plan
submitted by Tadao Ando Architect & Associates.

In this paper, the first phase of my research, I summarize the sequence of events

starting with a survey for the “New Museum Plan,” proposed in 1993, which
eventually led to the drafting of a concept plan. Moreover, I traced the activity logs
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of the Prefectural Museum Basic Plan Study Committee, the Prefectural Museum
Basic Plan Study Specialist Committee, and the Artists’ Advisory Panel, which
were established on April 28, 1994, and the events that led to the formulation of the
Prefectural Museum Basic Plan in June 1995, several months after the Great Hanshin
Awaji Earthquake struck on January 17, 1995.

This year marks the 23rd anniversary of the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art.
As it happens the timing overlaps with the consideration to a new museum plan,
which was deemed necessary due to the deterioration of the building and facilities
of the museum’s predecessor, the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Modern Art (now,
the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art Oji Branch Haradanomori Gallery). This
undertaking began in 1993, 23 years after the museum’s opening in 1970 as a project
to mark the centennial of the prefectural government.

In my research, I adopted various perspectives to examine the process that led to the
creation of this unique museum as a symbol of cultural resurgence in the wake of
the earthquake within the historical context of the times. In addition to the design,
the facility might seen be a kind of index, which attempted to reevaluate museums
on the basis of social and historical value, while also exploring a new concept for a
prefectural museum for the next generation.

A Consideration of Kanayama Raku: Part 2

NISHIDA Kiriko

Kanayama Raku (1888-1977), the wife of the Western-style painter Kanayama Heizo
(1883-1964), donated the majority of works and materials related to her husband that
are now contained in the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art. Moreover, as the first
woman to enroll and graduate from Imperial University, she is an important historical
figure in her own right.

In the first part of this paper, published in the previous volume, I dealt in
chronological order with events leading up to Raku’s marriage to Kanayama. This
included a consideration of her thoughts on mathematics, her work as a teacher
after finishing university, and her lifestyle. In this paper, continuing on from the first
part, I added to the chronology with details on Raku’s daily life and achievements,
and information that I was unable to include in the previous paper related to Raku’s
unique qualities and the contributions she made to Kanayama’s career as a painter.
As with the previous installment, I have referred to resources such as Raku’s diaries,
essays, accounting books, and correspondence.
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The Activities of Gallery 2001/Atelier 2001: Interview with
Shimizu Masaaki (Part 1)

HIRABAYASHI Megumi

In October 1992, an alternative space called Galley 2001 (later, Atelier 2001) opened
under the elevated track of the Hankyu Railway near the Hyogo Prefectural Museum
of Modern Art (Nada Ward, Kobe). From that time until the gallery closed on March
31, 2019, its owner, Shimizu Masaaki (1953-2024), created a place for numerous
artists to present their work based on a consistent management policy of never selling
art or renting out the space. Unfortunately, there is no definitive record of Galley
2001’s 26-and-a-half-year history.

Not long after the gallery closed, the author and the media artist Morishita Akihiko
interviewed Shimizu. The interview, which ran for some ten hours over a five-day
period, touched on a wide range of subjects in more or less chronological order,
including his memories of Fukui (Shimizu’s hometown), and his experiences related to
opening Gallery 2001, such as his student days at Wako University in Tokyo, and his
meetings with important figures while working as a part-time lecturer in Osaka. He
also spoke about the effect of the Great Hanshin- Awaji Earthquake, which occurred in
1995 while he was running the gallery, a change in management policy prompted by
health concerns, and his activities outside of the gallery.

This paper, based on the first half of the interview and presented in a monologue
format, deals with events that occurred up until about 2000. Shimizu discusses how
his approach to art was greatly influenced by his forerunners in art education in
Fukui, and the support he received from the artist Horio Sadaharu in managing the
gallery.

Interview with Nakatsuji Etsuko: Motonaga Sadamasa’s Post-1967
Activities with a Focus on Works in the Museum Collection

YUUMEN Hiroko

Motonaga Sadamasa (1922-2011), whose works are contained in the museum
collection, is recognized as one of the preeminent artists in the Gutai Art Association
as well as being a major figure in postwar Japanese avant-garde art. 2022 HPMA
Collection Exhibition: Motonaga Sadamasa 1952-1967, was held in the permanent
exhibition gallery from Sat., Jan. 22 to Sun., July 3, 2022. The exhibition introduced
works from 1952 - the year that Motonaga left his hometown of Iga, Mie Prefecture
for Kobe - to 1967, when he moved to New York.

During the exhibition period, a talk by the artist Nakatsuji Etsuko, Motonaga’s life
partner, was held in the museum auditorium on May 14, 2022. In this event, Nakatsuji
discussed Motonaga’s works and production environment, and related some anecdotes
from the period. A detailed account of the presentation was published in Bulletin of
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the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art No. 17 (2023).

This paper is based on a 2024 interview with Nakatsuji dealing with Motonaga’s
activities after his stay in New York in connection to works in the museum collection.
Among the subjects covered were the artist’s production environment after returning
to Japan, his relationship with the collector Yamamura Tokutaro, how his art did and
did not change with the times, and the charms of Motonaga’s works. In addition,
Nakatsuji offered invaluable accounts related to, among other things, behind-the-
scenes information on the solo exhibitions Motonaga held during his life, and books
published on his works after his death.
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