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Abstracts

Wada Sanzo’s Murals for the Governor-General of Korea

SUZUKI Yoshiko

In this paper, I consider the murals Wada Sanzo made for the Governor-General of Korea

from the perspective of subject matter, design, and materials.

A total of four murals by Wada were installed in the central hall of the Korean
Governor-General Building, which was completed in 1926. A semi-circular work on the
south wall dealt with the Japanese legend of Hagoromo (The Feather Mantle); two
rectangular works positioned below it depicted Japanese and Korean customs; and a
semi-circular work on the north wall focused on the legend of Mt. Geumgang. I was able
to witness an inspection of the works carried out by the conservation department in the
Asian Arts Division at the National Museum of Korea in September 2018, and I had the

opportunity to examine the two semi-circular works at close range.

Although these works bear a resemblance to the poses of the figures and other aspects of
works by Pierre Puvis de Chavannes and Ferdinand Hodler, they were not direct copies.
On the other hand, the rectangular works were faithfully copied from the Kasuga gongen
genki e (Pictures Scrolls of the Miraculous Kasuga Deity) and the Senmen Koshakyo
(ancient sutra manuscripts executed on fan-shaped paper), which is housed in the collec-
tion of Shitenno-ji Temple. This approach is indicative of Wada’s strong awareness of the
West.

As for the support media Wada used for the murals, he explained that the hemp was
produced by the Teikoku Seima hemp company and that the paper was Tosa washi. The
combination of these materials is undoubtedly related to the fact that the Meiji Memorial
Picture Gallery was built in the outer garden of Meiji Shrine in October 1926. And the
materials that Wada selected for the Governor-General of Korea were imbued with an

“imperial” quality.

Based on the extensive research Wada conducted prior to completing the murals, we can
sense his strong awareness of the West and East as one of the first artists to study abroad,
the historical context behind the desire to use domestically produced materials, and his

tenacious will to eternally preserve his work.
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Modest Persona, Eloquent Materials: The Prospect of Kadonaga
Kazuo’s Art in the Age of Disasters and Scientific Limitations

MURATA Daisuke

The Heisei era, with the bursting of the bubble economy, an unparalleled earthquake and
tsunami, and a reprehensible nuclear disaster, has witnessed Japan’s decline as a nation.
The meltdown at the Fukushima nuclear power plant in particular has caused intermi-
nable problems, demanding reevaluation of both the moral and scientific grounds upon
which people should live. Those very issues — the symbiosis of human, nature, and
science, as well as its ethics — are questioned challengingly by Japanese artist Kadonaga
Kazuo(b. 1946), who assigns the leading role in his artworks to materials such as paper,
wood, glass, and silk, making their inherent qualities the basis for his ideas. In his “silk”
series, for example, Kadonaga draws upon the silkworm’s instinct to climb to the highest
elevation, spreading countless silkworms on a net and rotating it a few times a day,
through which the net becomes fully covered with silk. Minimizing “self” or “subjectiv-
ity,” Kadonaga’s art embodies inquiries into the workings of nature, human behavior,
creativity, and technology. Referencing silkworm culture and nuclear power, both of
which have left a mark on Japanese life, this paper examines the meaning of human

subjectivity and material objectivity in the age of disasters and scientific limitations.
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America: A Grand Ballet at the America Fair

SAGARA Shusaku

In tracing the careers of Koiso Ryohei (1903-1988) and Yoshihara Jiro (1905-1972), two
of Japan’s preeminent 20th-century painters, one finds that the artists engaged in a
number of collaborations immediately after World War II. Among these was a grand
ballet called America, which was staged at the Osaka Asahi Kaikan, located in Osaka’s
Nakanoshima district, from March 17 to 19, 1950, while Japan was still under U.S.

Occupation.

The ballet was also presented as a pre-event for the America Fair, which was held at
Hankyu Nishinomiya Stadium, located in Nishinomiya, Hyogo Prefecture, from March
18 to June 11 of the same year. Both events were sponsored by the Asahi Shimbun
newspaper company, and were be seen as models of the type of American democracy that
Japan should aspire to in the postwar era. The ballet consisted of three parts. Koiso
oversaw the art and costume design for the first part, performed to Dvorak’s entire New
World Symphony, while Yoshihara was in charge of the third part, based on
Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue. The poetic concept was created by Takenaka Iku (1904-

1982), and the first part of the ballet was conducted by Asahina Takashi (1908-2001)
and the third by Hattori Ryoichi (1907-1993). The dancing was performed by the
Komaki Ballet Company under the direction of Komaki Masahide (1911-1982). For the
second part, Hattori composed and conducted an original work. The overall production
was supervised by the painter Sogo Gan (1904-1982), who also served as the director of
the Osaka Asahi Kaikan.

While referring to newspaper and magazine articles from the time as well as texts from
pamphlets, in this paper, I set out to determine the content of the program, for which
there are no clear details, and consider how it influenced Koiso and Yoshihara’s later

works.
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Interview with Hibino Katsuhiko: Art and Society in the 1980s

HIRABAYASHI Megumi

In the course of examining some materials related to Yokoo Tadanori’s art at the Yokoo
Tadanori Museum of Contemporary Art, I came to realize that the artist’s diaries are an
extremely valuable resource not only in researching his own work but other artistic
trends of the era. Yokoo’s diaries from the early 1980s, written right around the time of
his “painter’s declaration,” are especially interesting, as they show how he wavered
between art and design as he began to change into a painter, and convey the social condi-
tions and atmosphere of the period. The purpose of this interview was to get another

perspective on the historical backdrop that led to Yokoo’s momentous decision.

The subject of my interview, Hibino Katsuhiko, was awarded grand prize at the 3rd
Nippon Graphic Exhibition in 1982 (just when Yokoo was starting out as a painter) and
quickly became a darling of the era. He was one of the art world’s biggest stars from the
generation after Yokoo’s, and the two artists shared a similar presence. My interview
focused on Hibino’s first encounters with artistic expression as a boy, his way of looking
at art and design, the influence of New Painting, collaborations between art and media
in the consumer society that was peculiar to the ’80s, and the connection between these
experiences and his current activities. One of the most impressive things Hibino said was
that the design genre (which Yokoo felt was overly constrained) offered more potential
than the stiff world of contemporary art. This highlighted the generational differences in
perception at a time when the boundary between design and art was becoming increas-

ingly ambiguous and attracting more attention.
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The Preservation and Display of Artist-related Documents in
Museums: The Current State and Problems of the Archive
Room at the Yokoo Tadanori Museum of Contemporary Art

OKUNO Masako

When the Yokoo Tadanori Museum of Contemporary Art (Hyogo Prefectural Museum
of Art, Oji Branch) first opened in November 2012, it was distinguished by the inclusion
of an archive room. In addition to original designs that had been stored by Yokoo, there
was a diverse range of materials, included published articles, books, records, and collect-

ibles that are gradually being organized and displayed in the room.

In this paper, I examine the precise methods currently in use at the archive, including the
organizational plan, conservation mechanism, the formation of a hierarchical structure
and catalogue, the operation of a database, the public display and practical use of the
archive, and cooperative activities with other facilities. By shedding light on some of the
problems that lie ahead, I attempted to provide suggestions for creating better conditions

in the archive.

Moreover, as many Japanese museums are faced with similar problems in storing artist-
related materials, I studied some of the similarities between the archives in various
facilities. There is a necessity to place special importance on storing individual items
while dealing with a huge quantity of materials and gradually organizing them based on
the assumption that a relatively large number of works will be displayed and used. In
addition, although the utility of images in information management is of great impor-
tance, there are a number of considerations and legal issues, such as copyright infringe-
ment, that must be addressed in publishing the items. This type of collection, composed
of materials related to a single person, is defined by a special order, unlike that of an
organizational archive, and cannot even be explained by the artist himself. And as such,

it has the potential for provide insight into Yokoo’s way of thinking and creating art.
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Issues and Limits in the Conservation of Contemporary
Art Works: From the Restoration of Yoshimura Masunobu’s
Buta- pig lib;

AIZAWA Kunihiko

Buta- pig lib; was made in 1971 out of a taxidermied pig. In 2006, a crack was discovered
at the base of the pig’s right ear, which continued to worsen until it eventually became a
serious problem. Even after consulting with Japanese and foreign specialists, including
taxidermists, and conducting various examinations, I could find no clear reason for the

damage much less come up with a plan for restoring it.

As T continued to examine and study the work, I cut part of the exposed stuffing and
found that white lead was being emitted by the lead inside the base of the ear. I concluded
that the increased inner volume was causing the skin to tear and the crack to worsen. As
a restoration measure, I decided to remove as much of the lead, white lead, and stuffing
as I could, and temporarily detach the ear, as that seemed to be the most reliable and
certain approach. Then, after applying some epoxy resin and acrylic adhesive intended
for restoration work, I reconnected the ear. In addition, I retouched several places where
the adhesive had fallen away, including part of the base, and strengthened the base and

the points where the legs were affixed to it.

In restoring Buta- pig lib;, the most-time consuming procedure was considering issues at
hand. In conserving works of contemporary art, which are distinguished by their
diversity, observation is of particular importance. In this case, however, there were
numerous issues and severe limits that differed from dealing with other cultural
properties. These issues and limits were in no small way related to publicness. Placing an
emphasis on this public aspect of contemporary art conservation to execute a restoration

procedure promises to be of even greater importance in the future.
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