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Abstracts

Kanayama Heizo’s The Battle of Pyongyang

11O Yukiko

In December 1933, Kanayama Heizo presented his mural The Battle of Pyongyang
to the Meiji Memorial Picture Gallery. Originally commissioned by the City of Kobe
in 1924, Kanayama completed the epic work some nine years later. Meiji Jingu was
designed as a memorial site for Emperor Meiji (who died in 1912 ), and the picture
gallery was built in the Meiji Jingu Outer Garden, another part of the construction
project, to house 80 murals, made by the leading artists of the day to depict the

emperor’s achievements.

As Kanayama’s work was based on fact, the subject, setting, and motif were
predetermined, but within these limitations, the artist chose the scene that best
expressed the intensity of the battle, and repeatedly refined and revised the
composition. This process is evident from the studies and sketches that are contained
in the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art collection. Moreover, Record of Mural
Production, a collection of documents related to the murals that was published by
Meiji Jingu, contains a detailed account of the various hardships involved in making
the work, as explained by Kanayama himself. This includes information about how he
selected the scene, refined the composition, struggled with the colors, and interviewed
a soldier who had actually taken part in the battle. As the publication provides a clear

account of the artist’s production process, it is an invaluable resource.

While incorporating the necessary motif in the mural, Kanayama succeeded in creating
a powerful expression in which the battle seemed to expand before the viewer’s eyes.
Among the 80 works housed in the picture gallery, Kanayama’s is especially notable
for its vivid and realistic qualities. Not long after the mural was dedicated, Kanayama
pulled back from the mainstream of the art world, which had been thrown into
disarray due to the reorganization of the Imperial Art Academy Exhibition, and set
out on a solitary path as a landscape painter. The Battle of Pyongyang ultimately

stands as a monumental work marking a turning point in Kanayama Heizo’s career.
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Challenging Mud and the Structure of the Early Gutai Works:
By Way of a Comparison between Art Brut and the Dobi-ten

YAMAMOTO Atsuo

Seen in isolation, the scandalous documentary photographs of Shiraga Kazuo’s
Challenging Mud have led to a variety of misconceptions. First of all, they caused
many people to conclude that the work was an independent performance, and further,

to see its aggression as a critical statement against the establishment.

In order to correctly interpret Challenging Mud, 1 have attempted a comparison
between Art Brut with the Dobi-ten (children’s art exhibition). The two are similar in
the sense that avant-garde artists had an interest in creative expressions that emanated
from the peripheries of the art world by people such as spirit mediums, the mentally

disabled, and children.

In the case of Art Brut, creating a singular concept of the world was very important,
but conceptualization was in itself rejected in the Dobi-ten. In other words, in Gutai
the main concern was not to create a connection to the world but to experience an

unexpected encounter with it. This view is directly exemplified by Challenging Mud.

From Challenging Mud, we realize that this attitude in which the self is unified with
the world is a thoroughly Buddhist worldview. In the early *70s, Shiraga began
training in a Tendai Buddhist temple and after being ordained as a priest, he adopted
a new artistic style. Moving from what might best be described as an abstract form
of Buddhist painting to works in which he objectified a specific Buddha, Shiraga’s
displayed an approach that was entirely different from that of Challenging Mud. By
engaging in Tendai practice, Shiraga conversely lost sight of the inner Buddha and

regressed in terms of artistic achievement.
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Issues Related to Cleaning Oil Paintings

AIZAWA Kunihiko

Over time, various kinds of dirt accumulate on the surface of oil paintings and other
works of art. In addition to altering the paint layer and other materials, dirt that
remains affixed to the surface for a long period greatly distorts the state of a work by

covering its original coloring, iconography, and texture.

A restoration process known as “cleaning” is used to improve such conditions. If the
method is successful, it can often change the work beyond recognition, but if proper
care is not taken when directly intervening in the surface of a work, it also has the

potential to aversely affect the paint layer and iconography.

While adding luster and charm to the appearance of an oil painting, a layer of varnish
is effective in preventing dirt from accumulating on its surface. Dirt does, however,
build up on the varnish layer and as the material properties of varnish inevitably
cause yellowing with age, it is necessary to periodically clean (remove the varnish)
and apply a new layer. But in doing so, it is not uncommon for the part of the paint

layer to be lost due to excessive cleaning.

Given that both the removal of dirt and the varnish layer threaten to damage the
paint layer and iconography, “reduction” (an approach in which rather than totally
eliminating the dirt and the varnish layer, a certain amount is tolerated ) is becoming

more widespread.

Though it is important to rectify the accumulation of dirt and excessive yellowing
of the varnish layer (i.e., restore a work) as much as possible, it is also essential to
remember that even a well-intentioned cleaning procedure runs the risk of destroying

the iconography in a painting.
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