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Abstracts

Gutai New York Exhibition and Yoshihara Jiro

SUZUKI Yoshiko

The “Gutai New York Exhibition,” held from September 25 to October 25, 1958
at Martha Jackson Gallery in New York, marked the Gutai Art Association’s (or
simply Gutai) first foreign show (it would later become known as the 6th Gutai Art
Exhibition). In investigating this event, I have relied primarily on documents that
once belonged to the group’s leader, Yoshihara Jiro, and materials from the Martha

Jackson Archive.

The exhibition came about due to the efforts of French art critic Michel Tapié, who
visited Japan in 1957 and was a great supporter of Gutai’s work. It originally grew
out of a plan to send the International Art of a New Era: Informel and Gutai (an
exhibition that was jointly organized by Yoshihara and Tapié, and traveled around
Japan beginning in April 1958) to the U.S. I traced the evolution of the exhibition,
from its beginnings to its eventual realization, through a series of letters between
Martha Jackson, her son David Anderson, and Yoshihara. I was thus able to verify the

circumstances that preceded the exhibition’s American tour in 1958 and 1959.

By referring to extant works that were shown in the event, it is clear that the exhibition
functioned as a selection of Gutai’s work of the period. In this paper, I focus on
two works by Shiraga Kazuo (contained in the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art

collection) and a review by William Rubin.
Yoshihara traveled to New York on behalf of the Gutai group and attended the

opening at the gallery. The New York exhibition can be seen as a peak in Yoshihara

Jiro’s career as an artist.
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A study of the Scenery and Customs of the International
Port City of Kobe Exhibition

SAGARA Shusaku

From August 31 to September 4, 1940, the 2,600th anniversary of the Japanese empire,
the Scenery and Customs of the International Port City of Kobe Exhibition, featuring
“five locally-born artists”, was organized by the Kobe City Tourist Department at the
Kobe branch of Mitsukoshi Department Store. The Kobe-based artists selected to
take part in the event were the printmaker and Kokugakai member Kawanishi Hide
(1894-1965); the photographer Nakayama Iwata (1895-1949), who also belonged to
Kokugakai; the oil painter and Shinseisakuha Kyokai member Komatsu Masuki (1904-
2002); the watercolor painter and the Japan Watercolor Painting Association member
Bessha Hirosuke (1900-1976); and the etcher and Japan Print Association member
Kambara Hiroshi (1892-1970). After the exhibition concluded in Kobe, it began
traveling around Japan in October of the same year, making stops in Tokyo, Kochi,

and Takamatsu.

Documents related to the exhibition provide conflicting information about the
number of works in the event and many other details also remain unclear. But at
the time, the world was in a state of turmoil, and Japan, having committed itself to
a militaristic policy after the Sino-Japanese War, had grown increasingly isolated
internationally. Under these circumstances, the Kobe City Tourist Department set out
a plan to “present a full picture of Kobe,” as an international port city that was open to
the wider world, and to “move forward evenly and faithfully in the ‘fate of the century;
transcending national borders and ethnic differences in a variety of areas such as
scenery and customs, atmosphere, and production” In this paper, I consider the
content and significance of the exhibition by referring to related newspaper articles

and government documents of the period.
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Nakayama Masami and the Production of Murals (Part II)

NISHIDA Kiriko

In this continuation of a paper that appeared in the previous issue of this bulletin,
I discuss Nakayama Masami’s mural Seishun (Youth), installed in the library at the

Kobe University of Commerce, by focusing on the following three points:

1. There is a distinct possibility that after studying and referring to Puvis de
Chavannes’ Pro Patria Ludus (Patriotic Games) and Ave Picardia Nutrix (Hail, Picardy
the Nourisher) in the Musée de Picardie (Amiens, France), Nakayama arrived at a
profound understanding of the works that ultimately determined the composition of

Seishun.

2. While Tazaki Shinji, the first president of Kobe University of Commerce, played
a major part in determining the symbolic meaning of Seishun, the narrative and
emotion that are organically unified in the composition were greatly influenced by
Mizushima Tetsuya, the first principal of the university’s predecessor, Kobe Higher
Commercial School, who appears in the mural as an older man instructing young

people.

3. Seishun was installed in the university library after the school moved to its current
location at the base of Mt. Rokko. Part of the lot is also thought to have once served
as the site of a branch castle overseen by the Akamatsu family, a powerful clan in the
Harima region during the Middle Ages. Along with the fact that Nakayama’s ancestors
were closely linked to the Akamatsu clan, this tale of the castle ruins seems to have
provided the artist with an emotional foundation, spurring his devoted depiction
of the patriotic theme, which is unified in the library mural and a second work

Nakayama later created for the university auditorium.

41



42

ST & TORE

2012 £ 5 A, 13 BNF AN TR 24 FEDEADREMET — Y iR
L7

FEE9 A 20 H. BEBARKENREOEEZEIZHEDL 158 (1 BH
RICKWRE) OEZBICLZATHREREFE, SAETART—<ICH
EDE FEE 4 ZHPOBRREK. TOMOFEEE 12 {HREFHIEE L,
BHREDZA MUBLITDESY),

NEFETF [MABMRELTDOT I T 42X« L]

wk B (B OKRE & X% 1926-1936]

FEAEF [hILEE & % OBEESEICDOVT]

BARKTF [[Bf=21—3—VE) o017

Mk, OFERER)

HEE [TEFER] ICA5h 2FMBIREBREMERICS T IRE
BEOHE ]

HREMRET [2IUF= (1883-1964) (BiBEFE®R) (CDW\T
IEwh [EEEaL 7Y 3 IlD0nT]

AL [N1 2 —DRREERICDWT

IR A TKARMBEDAHTHFA LICOWT—RIRELDBEDT L
E7ZXDORRICDONT—]

HRAE [[EREH wFRAME] 2\

HE #3 [TJAPAN KOBE (0)] (DWW

B E[BAICE B3I VET — bOIRAEE]

O OBI7CU -7 ACHTBHEDY IEGOEIEERR]
WAER [ZEH3%E.ZEHD, BREBAICS IS [RE] 1201
BREF [[EHobnrzt—FTRZ2EW] BIOW1T]

HABEF [EFERORE - MEHICOWT  IBKRB= (fER) (BHES
0-0850) DRTFEESHDIERFEICA T

(BIE. $hESRE)

BOBRROBICHRECEETo7, /-, MEBRIFEELBICEEIN,
BZEEIPBERELALL, 10 A4 BIRERY EZEZRBELFINZERT
TEEETV. OFEZENERLEE L OOENELEEAT. LEH
EH53BIIP1APAETICRBEREL L, ZOMBOREMRRLEETIN,
KIAERERMOTITHMADBHEIILY, ABRT —20OER. BES
PREAETEILSVTRRENIARINZFETH S,

43



EER XA E
75

#

201343 B 28 HRIT

e - ®1T TR I AR
651-0073 WA MR RXFEEFE 1-1-1
&E5E 078-262-0901

BR TVANTI 7— = RT74 TR
RIET V1> BEEAR MRRHTX - V— )
N At FAERIFRT

24 H© 1-036A4

Bulletin of the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art
No.7

March 28,2013

Edited and published by: Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art
1-1-1 Wakinohamakaigan-dori, Chuo-ku, Kobe 651-0073 Japan
TEL 078-262-0901

Translation: Christopher Stephens
Cover design: Kentaro Takaoka(NCP Co., Ltd)
Printed by: Kishimoto Printing, Inc.

©2013 Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art

44



P o IR S ki B

HYOGO PREFECTURAL MUSEUM OF ART



