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Abstracts

There Is No Reason for Existence: The Art of Murakami Saburo

YAMAMOTO Atsuo

In this paper, I consider some interesting statements made by Murakami Saburo
regarding time and space, and chance and inevitability that could not be included
in my text contained in the catalogue for the Unlimited World / Murakami Saburo
exhibition, which was held at the Ashiya Museum of Art & History in December
2021.

As for time and space, I discuss Murakami’s strong interest in the theory of relativity
as detailed in books by Stephen Hawking and others, while also shedding light on the
fascinating link between fourth-dimensional time and space, and his trademark kami-
yaburi (paper-breaking) works.

In regard to chance and inevitability, Murakami referred to Spinoza’s Ethics (a book
that exerted a great influence on him) as a basis for pet theories such as “beauty must
strive to be ethical” and “you cannot avoid being good”

Based on this analysis, it is clear that our normal way of thinking is restricted in many
different ways and that is very difficult to become conscious of this fact. One might
say that, to Murakami, art was a means of doing everything possible to eliminate
common sense and preconceived notions, and a life-long battle to engage directly
with the world as it is.
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An Examination of Perspective and Narrative in Takano Fumiko’s
Manga Okumuras Eggplant

1O Yukiko

Takano Fumiko began publishing highly original manga dealing with everyday
themes in the 1970s. Although Takano has been far from prolific, her unique
expressions remain extremely popular today. Takano’s recent works include overseeing
the character design for an animated version of The Tale of the Heike. In this paper, I
examine the artist’s use of perspective, panel structure, and words in her 1994 manga
Okumura’s Eggplant.

Takano’s use of various perspectives is one of the most distinctive characteristics of
her work since the ’80s. Her dizzyingly revolving depictions, which include long shots,
close-ups, and views from above and below, hinder a “smooth read” and present us
with challenges. Takano also uses a variety of elaborate devices to link the panels. To
cut from one scene to the next, she employs a film-style montage technique, and in
dialogue scenes, she uses an approach that recalls bold camerawork. Even when it
comes to words, she imbues her work with originality by incorporating song lyrics
into spoken lines. The characters’ utterances are juxtaposed with interior monologues,
words from flashbacks, and lyrics from the children’s song “Bo ga ippon attatosa”
(“First, There Was a Stick”), adding even more depth to the polyphonic work.

From the time that she first began making Okumuras Eggplant, Takano conceived it
as a work without story development. Rather than creating descriptive depictions of
events and arranging them in chronological order, Okumura’s juxtaposes pictures and
words in a complex manner, producing a work made up of images that transcend the
flow of time and extend across the world.
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Gender Equality at the Museum: The Current Situation at the
Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art

HASHIMOTO Kozue

On August 24, 2022, the “White Paper on Gender Equality 2022” was issued by the
Investigation Team for the Arts. The report detailed the state of gender equality at
Japanese education institutions, and awards and competitions in the fields of art,
theatre, film, literature, music, design, architecture, photography, and manga. The
results clearly revealed that men were more likely to be assigned leadership positions
such as teacher and judge. The data showed a definite gender-power gradient between
students and teachers, and entrants and judges.

In some cases, even an individual like myself has the ability to chose artists in my
role as a curator. In fact, other curators at this museum related stories about how in
recent years they had actively tried to select a female artist in the process of preparing
an exhibition. My research shed light on gender equality among the artists who
participated in exhibitions at the museum as well as those who were awarded prizes
and the museum staff. I traced these tendencies as far back as the 1970s, when the
museun’s predecessor, the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Modern Art opened, and
examined as many different categories as I could by referring to the museum’s annual
reports, and documents and catalogues for the museum’s exhibitions. I also consulted
more detailed information from the previous ten years.
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The Production Background of Omura Seigai’s Kyushuhisen

KASHIWAGI Tomoko

In fiscal 2021, the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art, was gifted a gold-leaf folding
screen titled Kyushuhisen by the renowned East Asian art historian Omura Seigai
(1868-1927). After graduating from the sculpture department at the Tokyo School of
Fine Arts, and working as an instructor at the Kyoto City School of Arts and Crafts,
Omura joined the teaching faculty at his alma mater, where he lectured on sculpture,
fine art, aesthetics, archaeology, East Asian history, and East Asian art history. In 1906,
he and Tajima Shiichi founded the Shinbishoin publishing company, which issued a
large number of books. Omura’s five-volume work Mikkyo hattatsu (The Development
of Esoteric Buddhism) was awarded the Imperial Academy Prize. Meanwhile, in 1919
he began making paintings in an attempt to revive the literati style associated with the
Southern School of Chinese painting. Omura showed his works in successive editions
of the Yugengasha exhibition (an event over which he himself presided), and displayed
landscape paintings and Buddhist paintings in solo shows of his work.

In October of 1921, Omura decided to embark on an academic research trip to China.
To raise money for the journey, he sold some of his own paintings to well-known
Kansai-based business leaders, and created 15 pairs (a total of 30 works) of gold-leaf
folding screens and 20 hanging scrolls for this purpose. Based on information in the
catalogue for Yusaikomatsu, an exhibition of Omura’s work, Kyushuhisen was the left
screen in one of the pairs. An inscription on the right screen (also contained in the
book) revealed the year that the works were made. Moreover, in this paper, I discuss
the village of Sumiyoshi (known as the “Richest Village in Japan”) in Muko-gun,
Hyogo Prefecture, where the collector Shizuka Tojiro’s residence was located.

Kyushuhisen was part of a group of monumental works that Omura made in 1921
in order to realize his 20-year-long dream of traveling to China. As such, the work
should be considered within the framework of the artist’s literati paintings, and it
might also be seen as a work that is indicative of the network of local business leaders
who supported Hanshinkan Modernism.
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Motonaga Sadamasa’s Work from 1952 to 1967: Based on the Text
of a Lecture Given by Nakatsuji Etsuko

YUMEN Hiroko

This paper is based on the transcript of a lecture called “Recounting Memories with
Motonaga Sadamasa,” which was given by Nakatsuji Etsuko in the Hyogo Prefectural
Museum of Art’s Auditorium on May 14, 2022. The event was held in conjunction
with 2022 HPMA Collection Exhibition I: Motonaga Sadamasa 1952-1967.

Motonaga Sadamasa was born in Ueno-cho (now Iga City), Ayama-gun, Mie
Prefecture in 1922 and died in 2011. He was world-renowned as one of the most
prominent members of the Gutai Art Association. This exhibition, held in 2022 to
commemorate Motonaga’s centenary, focused on the period in the artist’s career,
spanned from Iga Ueno to Kobe and New York, and introduced works based on the
theme of “thinking about moving as a journey.”

After relocating to Kobe, Motonaga frequently moved. During this period, he
encountered numerous people and artworks, and adopted a succession of different
creative approaches. In this lecture, Nakatsuji Etsuko, an artist who was also married
to Motonaga, offered her memories of the era and explained how these moves was
related to stylistic changes in Motonaga’s work.
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