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Abstracts

Trends in Yokoo Tadanori’s Work Around the Time of His
Painter’s Declaration (1980-1982) (1)

HAYASHI Yu

In this paper, I consider the impact of a 1980 Picasso retrospective (held at the
Museum of Modern Art in New York; hereafter, MoMA) on Yokoo Tadanori. It has
been suggested that the exhibition inspired Yokoo to issue his so-called “painter’s

declaration,” which marked his decision to shift from graphic design to painting.

The retrospective, curated by William Rubin, was a monumental undertaking
consisting of approximately 1,000 works derived from 152 collections all over the
world, including some of Picasso’s most treasured items, which had remained in
his personal possession. Although it has been suggested that the exhibition directly
influenced Yokoo’s decision to become a painter, the artist had actually taken a
renewed interest in painting the previous year and had already decided to replace the
collage style that he formed the basis of his design work with painterly techniques. On
the other hand, at that point, Yokoo still saw himself as a designer.

By tracing Yokoo's post-“Picasso shock” statements and activities, it becomes evident
that his adoption of painting was not merely a change in media but a change in
consciousness, which he used to understand his own position. The real revelation
for Yokoo was Picasso’s unrestricted lifestyle in which he completely integrated
creativity and daily life. Although this view of Picasso was shared by other artists of
the era, Yokoo was thoroughly captivated because the subject seemed to be uniquely
connected to his personal concerns. This is particularly noteworthy because it enabled

Yokoo to determine the artistic direction he should take in the future.

Saito Yoshishige’s Composites

DEHARA Hitoshi

Beginning in his mid-"70s, Saito Yoshishige (1904-2001) undertook a major shift away
from the two-dimensional works that had formed the center of his practice until that
point and embraced hypothetical three-dimensional works. During the late 60s, a
variety of experiments were being done with installations, which were then seen as the
cutting edge in contemporary art. But beginning in the Constructivist era of the "30s,
Saito, using boards to create two-dimensional works designed to destroy the pictorial
illusion, had explored an installation format in real spaces as the logical extension of
his work. The majority of these pieces made use of spruce coated with black lacquer.
In 1980, Saito created the simple forms that would serve as the foundation for his later
installations. Then, in 1981, he combined them and made large wall-type installations,

which he developed further in 1983 to create floor-type installations.

In this paper, I focus on Saito’s installations of this period, and provide several

important examples of his work. In past studies, the emphasis has often been
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on the unique quality of the installations as a whole or the works’ Japanese-style
characteristics. Here, however, I have attempted to shed light on the logic behind
Saito’s work by analyzing individual works. Moreover, I examine Saito’s ideas about
installations by discussing the changes that occurred during this period, and touching

on the fact that even when he showed the same work, he would alter it to fit the venue.

Harald Szeemann’s The Bachelor Machines

KAWADA Ayako

In this paper, I set out to consider and closely examine the content of The Bachelor
Machines, a 1975 exhibition organized by the Swiss curator Harald Szeemann (1933-
2005), and to shed light on the complicated aims of the event.

Michel Carrouges’ book Les Machines Célibataires, which served as the basis for the
exhibition, outlined the “modern myth” that governs the modern world, which seems
to be dominated by Enlightenment thought and rationalism. Carrouges analyzes the
morphological and functional resemblance, and the parallels between people and
things in Marcel Duchamp’s Large Glass, and modern literary works like Franz Kafka’s
“Metamorphosis” (specifically, the insect) and “In the Penal Colony” (the execution
device) to shed light on the myth of the “bachelor machine”

Szeemann’s The Bachelor Machines was a means of visualizing this myth. Among
the displays in the exhibition were the Large Glass and three-dimensional versions
of the bachelor machines discussed in Carrouges’ book. Szeemann also presented a

multitude of documents and works that seemed to be part of the same typology.

Visualizing the myth of the bachelor machines, marked by a strong visual aspect,
enabled Szeemann to present the things Carrouges had discussed in the book in
the form of an exhibition. In addition, by adopting Duchamp’s view that the third
dimension (the bachelor machines) is projected on an invisible fourth dimension (the
bride), the exhibition, which visualizes the bachelor machines in three dimensions,

presages the fourth dimension that lies beyond.

Interview with Mukai Shuichi, Director of City Gallery

EGAMI Yuka

Since the ninth issue of this bulletin (published in 2015), I have been conducting
interviews with the directors of contemporary art galleries that emerged in the Kansai
area around 1980 but have since closed, and publishing a series of papers based on my
findings. This installment focuses on my interview with Mukai Shuichi, the director of
City Gallery.
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Mukai originally opened the gallery on the north side of JR Motomachi Station,
located in central Kobe, in 1979, before moving the venue to the Takasago Building
in Edomachi, located in the city’s Sannomiya area, in 1990. Then, after the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake in 1995, Mukai moved to Osaka’s Nishi Temma
neighborhood (at which time the gallery’s name was changed to City Gallery I-M),

where it remained open until the mid-’00s.

While moving forward chronologically from the opening to the closing of the gallery,
I asked Mukai specifically about the Kobe era, especially the Motomachi years. It was
during that period in the 1980s that a new movement called Kansai New Wave began
to attract attention. And City Gallery, which initially functioned as a kind of branch
of the Gendai Hanga Center, served as a stage for these new artists. In addition to
basic information concerning the gallery space and management method, I asked
Mukai about the state of art at the time in Kobe and the wider Kansai area. His highly
realistic testimony helped shed light on the gallery’s role during the period.

Along with the interview, at the end of the paper I included a list of the exhibitions
presented at City Gallery during the Kobe era (both in Motomachi and Edomachi).
Though incomplete, the list incorporates all of the information available at the present

time.

Kanayama Heizo's Letters to His Wife Raku (3)

NISHIDA Kiriko and SAGARA Shusaku

In this paper, the last of a three-part series, we focus on the letters that Kanayama
Heizo (1883-1964) wrote to his wife Raku (1888-1977) from 1945 to the artist’s death
in 1964.

A major environmental change occurred during this 20-year period late in the artist’s
life when Kanayama evacuated to the village of Yokoyama. In May of 1945, Kanayama
and Raku brought their furniture and other household possessions with them and
moved into a kurazashiki (a storehouse that could also be used as a house) owned
by Terasaki Kotaro. The village was located across from Oishida on the bank of the
Mogami River, and Terasaki was someone Kanayama had come to know during the
painting trips he made to the area every May, which included pictures of the Terasaki
family garden. After the war, Kanayama settled in Oishida and began traveling
to Towada and other sites to paint, so he spent much of the year in the local area.
Kanayama discussed the move in a letter to Shoji Shinkichi, an Oishida resident, in
January 1947. Though the reason given for the move was Kanayama’s inability to work
in the dark conditions of the kurayashiki, the letter suggests that there might also have

been another reason.
Other major events in Kanayama’s life during this period included an exhibition held

in May 1956 to celebrate his 50th anniversary as a painter, his acceptance of a position

as advisor to the Nitten (Japan Fine Arts) Exhibition along with his first submission
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of work to the exhibition in over 20 years, and a trip that he made to Europe from
September to November 1961. However, very little mention is made of these events in
the letters.

It is interesting to note Kanayama’s increased interest in the urban landscapes of Kobe
and Nagasaki during this time. He also made works depicting hot-spring resorts such
as Kaminoyama and Hijiori, and we get a glimpse of his interest in man-made things

such as houses and factories.
Moreover, as Kanayama grew older, he increasingly stayed with individuals living in

the local area rather than at inns and often visited these sketching destinations with
specific companions-namely, Osakabe Jin (1906-1978) and Satake Toku (1897-1998).

86

FETHTE TORRHE

2017 5 A, EERUEMBOFEE 15 2L EREBRIREAEMNEDFEE 3 2HFH 29 FEOEEDRATMET —
ZRE LT,

EE 8B 17 H. 18RADFEREBICLIPERERZMME. FPEMRT —IICBEDE FEE3BHMEHEER. D1
DHEZEB 15 ZHNRESERE e, BREZDRA MUILTDESY,

AT NS LIV - FZa XV M NERTESEAR]

M E THEEEBRRIOHRICDNT

FBEAT  [UF=0REBICEIT2RERICONT BREhfcElEd LI0) ]
(M k. OFE3R)

WEME  [ERRE B - piglib:) DIEESAL

REHEF [#3FEAER)

TED  ToFaFvI)— [DOVWT—RAHE—RA V21—

mALEE  THEOBARREIL T 3 IcDWNT

INFEF  TREEEEEHERICHIT 5 T 5/ \THROBEBEEMHIC DOV T

AHENT [221)b- AIb—T 1 TREBEERI Z—/\JILE - E—I VLD JREEERN) BEROHIT)
IR RN BENMFEFEDTHAREERICDNT

HREME T[S FRNLI IT7AUA]IE20WTY

HE ¥ FEREO EE&F) ¥ —XICDWT (PARTI)]

BATTR TEERVEMEMEOBRT SV IVAERICDWNT]

NEAE HEAGRM  AXMEXE TR B

WHEBF [Z1—I7LIBFBRZVICONT—C ELENRE LIESEROIC—]
HWHET [H28 EEHNE BARES (FFF01E) LD\

B THERIOERESHI®R (1980 ~ 82 F) OBMAICDVNTOD]

WAGZR  MEREBAEHME EHR) 1908 (NVERET) 1936 ~ 1948

(U k. WESRY)

BOW|RRORICERGEZ{Tolc, e, REZRFEA2AIEEIN, FFEEHNERZRAL. 8 A 31 BITHRE
EIRYEZEMEFIDRRTIAEEZTL. HOZEEDNERLEBLOOLERNEEZRTE. ILERNEE 6 RIIVRF
1ARETIIRBEZRE LT, TOMDBAEMRLHITIN. FRARLELMOTITUNDEHRZIELCH, PIERT —4
DER. BERPHEBETEICBVTHRRILRENDFETHS.

87



BRI EAREFIE
£

2018 3 B 28 HEIT

e - ®17 LRI iR
651-0073 WA MR RXFEEFE 1-1-1
55 078-262-0901

BR TVANT 7— - RT74T VR
RIET V1> EFEEARR MHRAEHTX - ¥—-E-)
N MR AT v IR

29 @ 1-018A4

Bulletin of the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art
No.12

March 28,2018

Edited and published by: Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art
1-1-1 Wakinohamakaigan-dori, Chuo-ku, Kobe, 651-0073, Japan
TEL 078-262-0901

Translation: Christopher Stephens
Cover design: Kentaro Takaoka(NCP Co., Ltd)
Printed by: MEDIX, Inc.

©2018 Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art



P i i

HYOGO PREFEGTURAL MUSEUM OF ART



