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Abstracts

Re-examining Documentation and Artistic Expression

DEHARA Hitoshi

My research is concerned with how the atomic bombing of Hiroshima was dealt
with in art. The main focus is on the genre of painting, but also includes drawings,
and illustrations, with some sections on monuments. The period under examination
stretches from 1945, the year the bomb was dropped, to 1954, which marked the
dawning of a new awareness spurred by the Daigo Fukuryu Maru (S.S. Lucky
Dragon 5) incident. Contained within this span is 1952, the year Japan gained its
independence from the Allied Occupational administration - a historic turning point

that also exerted an influence on artistic expression.

Artistic expressions related to the bombing are most apparent in landscape paintings;
for example, works that depict ruins such as the Hiroshima Prefectural Industrial
Promotion Hall. Ruins, including depictions of post-earthquake landscapes, were a
familiar motif to painters at a time when people were being subjected to American air
raids. Moreover, because the mushroom cloud did not directly depict the devastating
incident, it was not regulated by U.S. military censors and came to be used as a
symbol of the atomic bomb. On the other hand, though were only a small number
of paintings that depicted bomb victims, due to censorship and other reasons, I was
able to find several examples. The best example of a work that focuses on the victims
is Ghost, the first section of Hiroshima Panel by the married couple Maruki Iri and
Toshi. In this paper, I analyze this early work in the series, outline special features
of the painting, search for links with victims’ actual experiences, and shed light on
historical changes. I also compare the work to bombing victim and painter Fukui

Yoshiros Record of the Atomic Bomb series.
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Utsubo Gallery: Interview with Sakurai Hiroko

EGAMI Yuka

Continuing on from the last issue of the museum’s bulletin (No. 9, March 31, 2015),
I am publishing an interview with Sakurai Hiroko, the director of Utsubo Gallery,
as part of a series of interviews, conducted in fiscal 2013, with those associated with

Kansai-area galleries.

Utsubo Gallery opened in Osakas Utsubo Hommachi district at the end of the ’70s,
which saw a sudden surge in the number of contemporary art galleries in Kansai,
and remained open until the mid-’80s. The gallery began as a so-called “rental
gallery;” which hosted both events organized by private people and those planned by
the gallery. Gradually, however, Sakurai made a strong effort to undertake activities
that would create a point of contact between society and art by, among other things,
providing works for architectural spaces. Through my interview, I learned that though
the gallery only lasted for a short period, Sakurai engaged in a variety of challenging
activities. She attributed much of this to her free and straightforward motivations
and ideas as an amateur without a gallery background. Her vivid stories, expressing
her feelings as someone who was directly involved in the gallery scene, conveyed the

situation surrounding contemporary art in Kansai during the period.
Based on a word-for-word transcript made by Ose Tomomi, who at the time (2013)

was a student in the Faculty of Intercultural Studies at Kobe University, the manuscript

was revised and edited by the writer before being approved by Sakurai herself.
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Kanayama Heizo’s Letters to His Wife Raku (1)

NISHIDA Kiriko and SAGARA Shusaku

We surveyed the extant copies of letters that were sent by the artist Kanayama Heizo
(1883-1964) to his wife Raku (1888-1977).

Raku saved the letters she received from her husband after the two first met in
April 1917. Following Heizo’s death, she provided them to Kanayama’s biographer,
Tobimatsu Minoru. After making copies of the actual letters, the writer apparently
sent them back to Raku. The copies were also used to create a chronology for a book

on Kanayama’s work that was prepared in tandem with the biography.

As the majority of the letters were sent from places that Kanayama had gone to
sketch, they not only tell us where he was at a given point in time, but also provide
information about the inquiries he made and the sort of landscapes he searched
for in each location, and the kind of travel itinerary he made as a result. We can
also ascertain various things about the couple’s daily life including their economic

circumstances.

To be more precise, the letters we examined in this phase of our research, dating from
1935, shed light on Kanayama’s activities during the year that he spent as a board
member and judge for the Teiten (Imperial Art Academy Exhibition). They also tell
us that the artist was searching for new sketching destinations at a time when he was
primarily focused on Shimosuwa, Nagano Prefecture, which he visited in a bitterly
cold season, and Oishida, Yamagata Prefecture, where the snow was melting and the

flowers were beginning to bloom.
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