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Abstracts

A Study of Two Paintings by Tanaka Atsuko: Work (1958, Hyogo Prefectural Museum of
Art Collection) and Work (1959, Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary Art Collection)

DEHARA Hitoshi

The relationship between Tanaka Atsuko’s “electric dress” and her subsequent
paintings can be considered both in terms of continuity and of intermittency. In
regard to the artist’s Work (1958, Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art Collection) and
a second painting also called Work (1959, Hiroshima City Museum of Contemporary
Art Collection), Kato Mizuho has expressed the view that the warm- and cool-colored
circles were intended to express the lights in the dress in a switched-on or switched-
off mode, respectively; and that Tanaka’s method of repainting the warm colors with

cool colors was intended to express the blinking of the lights.

To consider this theory, I examined the repainted circles in each of the two works,
and presented my conclusions in this paper. According to my findings, roughly half
of the circles in the Hyogo work were repainted, and roughly three-quarters of the
circles in the Hiroshima work were repainted (though the actual number may be
more). Moreover, Tanaka repainted them in such a way that most viewers would
not immediately notice, and not only did she repaint the deep blue orange, she also
repainted them with the same color, and repainted the same place twice. Based on
the fact that the repainting was not a simple process and that Tanaka repainted
even after arranging the circles across the entire picture, and beginning to paint the
lines that linked the circles, I have reached the conclusion that the technique was
essentially meant to establish a balance between the colors. In addition, to clarify
the importance of the lines, which tend to be overlooked in considerations of the
relationship between Tanaka’s electric dress and her paintings, I examined how the
expression of the lines developed from some works on paper that were based on the
wiring diagrams for the electric dress and the above-mentioned paintings. In so doing,
I have placed the relationship between the electric dress and the paintings on hold,
and sought to emphasize the need for a greater focus on the works as samples of the

artist’s painterly logic.
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Kobe Contemporary Art Gallery: Interview with Yoden
Mamoru

EGAMI Yuka

After the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art received a bequest of the entire
Shinanobashi Gallery Collection in 2013, I embarked on a survey of the gallery and
other contemporary art galleries in the Kansai region with the help of other curators
at the museum. As it was difficult to ascertain the type of activities that had been
performed on-site based solely on printed sources, I decided to undertake a series of
interviews with those concerned and to document the survey we are now gradually

transcribing the recordings of these conversations.

In this issue of the bulletin, I am publishing my interview with Yoden Mamoru (b.
1955), the director of Kobe Contemporary Art Gallery, along with a chronology of

the exhibitions held at the venue.

Yamamoto Takahito, an artist who had graduated from Kyoto City University of
Arts, originally opened Kobe Contemporary Art Gallery in the Rokko district of
Kobe in 1981. Not long after, Yoden became involved in managing the gallery. In
May 1982, the gallery relocated to Sannomiya, in central Kobe, and not long after he
became the sole manager, and in March 1984, the gallery closed. Though it was only
active for two or three years, the gallery opened in the early ’80s just as the Kansai
New Wave movement was emerging, and functioned as a vital exhibition venue for

young artists of the day.

Before starting at the gallery, Yoden worked in the editorial department at Playguide
Journal, a trailblazing information magazine in Kansai. In the interview, Yoden
covered a wide range of topics related to Kansai culture during the late >70s and early
’80s such as the Playguide Journal era, and the circumstances in which a host of
unique contemporary art galleries emerged almost simultaneously in Kobe, including

Tor Road Gallery, Galerie Kitano Circus, Higashimon Gallery, and City Gallery.
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A Survey of Taninaka Yasunori’s Prints (Housed in the Hyogo
Prefectural Museum of Art)

YOKOTA Naoko

Taninaka Yasunori (1894-1946) used unique forms of expression to create works
with a strong emotional impact, primarily in Black and White, a magazine devoted to
original prints. A favorite of literary figures, Taninaka also made numerous charming

illustrations and book covers.

Largely forgotten after World War II, Taninaka’s name and works became widely
known again through as a succession of features in art magazines prompted by a
posthumous exhibition in 1966 and the publication of his first collection of prints in
1972. Strange, fantastic, and modern, these singular works, captured the hearts of all
generations, and from the time that he was first rediscovered to the present,

Taninaka has remained one of the few print artists whose work is regularly presented

in large-scale retrospectives.

Some 96 of the artist’s works are currently housed in the Hyogo Prefecture Museum
of Art. Nearly half of these were entrusted to the museum by a collector known as
M. The works came to be deposited here between 1971 and 1973, not long after
the museum’s precursor, the Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Modern Art opened,
and it was just at this time that Taninaka’s work was beginning to be reevaluated.
While containing a substantial number of items, the collection also includes some
rare examples, making it an invaluable group of works and an essential part of any

retrospective of Taninaka’s career.

Based on interviews conducted with the cooperation M. and a review of the works,
in this paper I set out to shed light on the sequence of events that led the collection to
be deposited in the museum. I have also included observations related to Taninaka’s
methods, materials, and expressions that arose during my reexamination of the

works.
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